


ADDITIONAL DETAILS FOR STATE COALTIONS

HELP/Education and Labor Committee

FVPSA REAUTHORIZATION: FVPSA, the only dedicated federal funding source for domestic violence shelters
and programs, expired in 2008 and must be reauthorized immediately to ensure that these lifesaving services can
continue. FVPSA has been extremely successful — the real problem is that it has never been fully funded. But it
was written in 1984 and needs to be updated to reflect current best practices and to meet the diverse needs of
survivors of domestic and dating violence. A reauthorization bill should:

Primarily continue and enhance emergency shelters and services, which are at the core of our response to
domestic violence. Give examples of FVPSA-funded programs in the state/district.

Increase the funding authorization level to reflect the growing demand for services. Give an example of the unmet
need in your community.

Dedicate a percent of funding from formula grants to meet the culturally-specific needs of underserved
communities, including racial and ethnic minorities, who often struggle to access services. Give an example of how
victims from underserved communities may face barriers to accessing shelter or leaving abusive relationships.

Enhance and expand children’s services and define the set-aside of funding dedicated to children’s services. Give
an example of children’s needs when they enter shelter.

Labor, Health and Human Services (L-HHS) Budget: FVPSA, RPE and DELTA

Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA): Funding need: $150 million

FVPSA funds essential services that are the foundation of our nation’s work to end domestic violence:
life-saving emergency shelters, crisis lines, advocacy, counseling, and comprehensive victim assistance.
Talk about the need for emergency shelter in your state and use your state census information.

FVPSA programs and shelters only received $130 million in FY ‘10 — $45 million below the authorized
level. The President's FY ‘11 budget includes a $10 million increase to FVPSA. We urge Congress to at
least fund FVPSA at $150 million in FY ‘11 to meet the growing demand for services.

Rape Prevention and Education (RPE) grants: Funding need: $55 million

RPE formula grants to states and territories support rape prevention and education programs conducted
by rape crisis centers, state sexual assault coalitions, and other public and private entities grants, that
help to prevent sexual violence before it starts.

RPE funding supports outreach activities that are crucial in changing public attitudes and behaviors
toward rape, helps to reach sexual assault victims who have not previously sought help, and supports
training for allied professionals on issues related to sexual violence. Give an example of the work
supported by RPE in your state and the prevention needs that remain.

Community Initiatives to Prevent Abuse/DELTA program: Funding need: $6 million

DELTA uses innovative strategies to prevent domestic violence before it starts, which is one of the most
cost-effective and efficient ways of addressing the problem of pervasive violence and its lasting impacts.
Funding the Community Initiatives to Prevent Abuse (DELTA) program at $6 million will help prevent
domestic violence and its costs to communities. If you are a DELTA or DELTA Prep state, explain the
positive outcomes of your DELTA projects. If not, what would you do with prevention funding?
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Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS) Budget: SASP, STOP, LAV, and Transitional Housing

Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP): Funding need: $30 million

e SASP provides the only dedicated federal funding to direct services for victims of sexual violence. Give an
example of the needs of sexual violence victims’ and the services they receive.

e Unfortunately, rape crisis centers and other organizations serving the needs of sexual assault victims
often lack the resources to meet the needs of victims. Give an example of programs in your district/state
that lack resources to meet survivors’ needs. Use NAESV'’s survey to explain the need.

STOP (Service, Training, Officers, Prosecutors) Grant Program: Funding need: At least $189 million, with no
earmarks

e STOP grants fund coordinated community responses supporting police officers, prosecutors, courts, and
victim services which have been found to significantly reduce domestic violence rates and homicides.
STOP is the largest source of funding for states to combat domestic and sexual violence. Give an
example from your state.

e To ensure that funding cuts do not reverse the progress we have made toward ending domestic and
sexual violence, Congress should follow the President’s lead and discontinue the practice of taking
earmarks from STOP Grants. Congress should reject the President’s cut to STOP and provide at least
last year’s funding level of $189 million in FY ‘11.

Legal Assistance for Victims (LAV) grants: Funding need: $50 million

e LAVis the only federal funding source that provides resources to help victims of domestic and sexual
violence secure protection orders, keep their children safe, and navigate the criminal justice system and
should be funded at $50 million. Talk about the need for legal assistance in your state.

Transitional Housing Grants: Funding need: $25 million

e Transitional housing helps victims rebuild their lives after fleeing a violent and dangerous situation.
Housing is an urgent need for victims in our state and one of the main reasons domestic violence shelters
are consistently full. Funding this crucial program will provide a bridge from crisis to stability for victims in
life-threatening situations. Talk about housing needs in your community/state.

The Victims of Crime Act Fund (VOCA) in the CJS budget

e The Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) is a key funding source for services that help victims of sexual assault,
domestic violence, child abuse, and other offenses cope with the trauma and aftermath of crime.

e This fund does not come from taxpayer money but rather consists of fines and penalties collected from
federal offenders. Each year Congress sets a “cap” to determine the annual distribution of money to
states out of the fund. In FY ‘10, the VOCA Fund cap was set at $705 million. Talk about how important
VOCA funding is to provide essential, lifesaving direct services to victims in your community.

e Congress should to raise the VOCA cap to $967 million to meet the growing demand for VOCA funded
services and to target $100 million in VOCA funding to services for victims of domestic and sexual
violence.
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