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 International human rights organization Stop 
Prisoner Rape (SPR) welcomes the release today 
of the third annual statistical report on prisoner 
rape, issued by the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS). The BJS study, 
which analyzes administrative reports of sexual 
violence behind bars, found that 6,528 official 
complaints were filed about such abuse occurring 
in 2006, or 2.9 allegations per 1,000 inmates. In 
2004, the first year for which the BJS published 
these data, the number of complaints was 5,386. 

While offering important insights into the 
patterns and dynamics of the sexual violence in 
detention that is reported to corrections officials, 
the study reveals only a small fraction of the 
overall problem. The BJS itself is in the process 
of conducting the first-ever large-scale, 
nationwide, anonymous inmate survey about 
sexual violence. In the pre-testing of its survey 
tool last year, the BJS found that 4.4 percent of 
inmates had experienced sexual abuse in the 
preceding 12 months – a rate 15 times higher 
than that captured in today’s analysis of official 
administrative reports. 

“We know for a fact that very few survivors 
of prisoner rape ever file a formal complaint. By 
comparing today’s report with the early results of 
the BJS’ inmate survey, it becomes clear that 
serious attempts to understand the problem of 
sexual violence in detention must go well beyond 
an analysis of formal reports of abuse,” said 
Lovisa Stannow, Executive Director of SPR. 
“Survivors contact SPR every day, the vast 
majority of whom are too afraid or ashamed to 
report the abuse they have endured.” 

Today’s BJS report also reveals a shocking 
failure on the part of corrections officials to 

respond appropriately to the sexual abuse of 
inmates. The report found that, even in 
substantiated cases of staff sexual misconduct and 
harassment of inmates, 76 percent of the survivors 
were offered no medical treatment or mental 
health counseling. SPR believes that all survivors 
of sexual violence in detention should be offered 
such services, to ensure that physical injuries, 
acute trauma, and the long-term psychological 
effect of sexual abuse are addressed.  

“Corrections facilities must, as a matter of 
urgency, make sure that all inmates who have 
been sexually abused are given an opportunity to 
begin the healing process, especially when the 
abusers are the very people charged with 
protecting them,” said Ms. Stannow. “This is not 
only a matter of human rights, it’s about public 
health. Some 95 percent of inmates eventually 
return to their communities, bringing with them 
the full range of their prison experiences, 
including learned violent behavior, psychological 
trauma, and infectious disease.” 

The BJS report, which is based entirely on 
information provided by corrections officials, also 
found that officials concluded that “abuse of 
power” was a factor in only five percent of 
substantiated cases of staff sexual misconduct. 
“It’s disheartening to see that corrections staff still 
do not recognize that there is an inherent abuse of 
power involved in every single one of these 
cases,” said Ms. Stannow. Sexual contact between 
a corrections official and an inmate is illegal in all 
50 states and the District of Columbia.   

SPR is the only non-governmental 
organization in the country dedicated exclusively 
to eliminating sexual violence against men, 
women, and youth in detention. SPR was 
instrumental in securing the passage of the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act (PREA) in 2003, which 
mandated the BJS to publish today’s report and to 
undertake the anonymous inmate survey currently 
underway. 

For a copy of the BJS report, Sexual Violence 
Reported by Correctional Authorities please visit 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/
svrca06.htm. 
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T he National Domestic Violence Hotline, with 
funding provided by Liz Claiborne, Inc., 

recently launched the first interactive dating abuse 
website and the National Teen Dating Abuse 
Helpline. This includes a 24-hour national web-
based and telephone helpline created for teens 
(ages 13-18) who are experiencing dating abuse. 
Additionally, loveisrespect.org provides resources 
and ideas about how to best reach teens, including 
approaching them from the perspective of respect 
and healthy dating relationships, instead of 
domestic or dating violence. 

The new teen helpline is housed in Austin, 
Texas at the Texas Council on Family Violence, 
where the National Domestic Violence Hotline is 
also located. The website features private, live 
chat and other interactive electronic functions 
which are staffed by teen peers and trained 
advocates each day. While the helpline is 
available 24 hours every day, the live chat is also 
available every day, but only from 4 p.m. until 
midnight (central time). 

The website is innovative because it reaches 
teens in their language: using technology. 
Loveisrespect.org features an online one-on-one 
chat, where teens can log on anonymously to 
discuss the dating situations of themselves and 
their friends. “If teens are not turning to their 
parents for help, it is essential that they have a 
private outlet where they can discuss their fears 
with someone who will provide immediate 
assistance,” said Sheryl Cates, CEO of the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline and the 
Texas Council on Family Violence. “This helpline 
and website were designed exclusively for teens 
so they can speak to a peer or an adult advocate 
anonymously and confidentially.” 

The website is not just reaching victims, 
either. Teens, abusers, friends, and parents will 
find tools to understand teen dating abuse on the 
site. Teens learn that behaviors such as 
excessively texting (text messaging) or emailing 
their partner are disrespectful and abusive. 
Loveisrespect.org addresses current technology 
that youth use today: from social networking sites 
like Facebook to messaging programs like IM 
(Instant Messenger) to mapping technologies like 
GPS (Global Positioning Systems), the website 
describes how these tools can be used to harass, 
stalk, and abuse. 

One teen dating abuse survivor, Kendrick 
Sledge, said, “My boyfriend terrorized me in a 
number of ways, but one of the most effective was 
through email. Email became one of his primary 
methods of control, especially when my parents 
refused to let us speak on the phone. He wanted to 
know where I was every second of every day.” 

For more information on the National Teen 
Dating Abuse Helpline, please visit 
www.loveisrespect.org. 
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G IRL TROUBLE is an intimate look at the 
compelling personal stories of three 

teenagers entangled in San Francisco’s juvenile 
justice system. These girls, and many like them, 
aren’t just at-risk, they are in deep trouble. 

Trying to change their lives, the girls work 
part-time at the innovative Center for Young 
Women’s Development, an organization run by 
young women who have faced similar challenges. 
As the girls confront seemingly impossible 
problems and pivotal decisions, the Center’s 22-
year-old executive director, Lateefah Simon, is 
often their only support and mentor.  

Bay Area filmmakers Lexi Leban and Lidia 
Szajko document the girls’ remarkable successes 
and heartbreaking setbacks over a four-year 
period; their daily struggles with poverty, 
violence, public defenders and homelessness, 
exposing a system that fails to meet the needs of 
girls in trouble.  

To borrow this video, please contact the 
Michigan Resource Center. 
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A ll men know and love people who have been 
victimized by other men. Most men know 

and love men who have perpetuated abuse against 
a woman or a man. Although men perpetuate most 
forms of violence and abuse, there is nothing 
inherently violent, abusive, or wrong with men. 
Few men are involved in the efforts to end sexual 
violence, domestic violence, and other forms of 
sexism, yet men are often in the audiences of 
presentations on these topics. 
 This book provides the solid foundation you 
need to reach men and empower them to be allies 
in the movement against sexism, sexual assault, 
and domestic violence. Based on his more than 20 
years of experience as a man working with men to 
end sexism and violence, Rus Funk provides clear, 
concise, and practical information about how to 
effectively reach men in a way that engages them 
in the conversation and motivates them to take 
further action. 
 This book addresses the specific challenges 
that educating men presents; summarizes the key 
issues you will want to address in educating men; 
provides presentation strategies, outlines, and 
exercises that have proven to be effective with 
men’s groups; and outlines the history of the 
women’s and men’s movement against sexism, 
sexual abuse and domestic violence. 
 This is a valuable resource to aid you in 
educating men. The information it contains will 
not only save you hours of research, but it will 
also help you avoid the frustrations and dead-ends 
that often occur when educating men. 
To borrow this book, please contact the Michigan 
Resource Center. 
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Volunteer Opportunities  
Available at the  

Michigan Resource Center! 
 

The Michigan Resource Center on  
Domestic and Sexual Violence is  

seeking volunteers to assist with the  
management of the Resource Center. For more  
information on volunteer opportunities, please     

contact Melissa Limon Flegler at  
(517) 381-4663, ext.17 
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Justice by Gender: The Lack of Appropriate 
Prevention, Diversion and Treatment Alternatives 
for Girls in the Justice System 
Jointly issued by the American Bar Association 
and the National Bar Association, this report 
provides a first step towards understanding the 
individual needs of girls in the justice system, 
developing gender-specific community based 
services and alternatives for girls, and mapping 
out the pathways to female delinquent behavior in 
order to develop effective intervention strategies 
and reduce recidivism.  
 

“Know Justice” Handbook 
The “Know Justice” Handbook, published by the 
Center for Young Women’s Development 
(CYWD), provides explanations of legal 
terminology, information about juvenile justice 
processes, and other resources for youth involved 
in the system and their families. This 84-page 
handbook is fully bilingual and features art and 
writing by incarcerated youth. To access this 
handbook electronically, please visit http://
cywd.org/KnowJustice/Know-Justice-2.pdf 
 

Juvenile Justice and Youth Serving 
Organizations  
Center for Young Women’s Development 
http://www.cywd.org/programs/srp.html 
Located in San Francisco, CYWD is one of the 
nation’s first youth run social service  
organizations. The organization is dedicated to 
providing on-going opportunities to low-income 
young women who are involved in the juvenile 
justice system. Programs include: The Girls’ 
Detention Advocacy Project (GDAP), Sisters 
Rising Project, and Through the Eyes of a Sister 
National Training Institute.  
 

Youth Activism Project 
http://www.youthactivism.com/  
This web-based organization works to provide 
youth with a major role in determining the 
direction of youth policies and legislation. Their 
national clearinghouse also provides help and 
information to parents, mentors, teachers, 
principals, policy-makers and other adult allies 
who want to collaborate with youth to achieve 
positive community change.  
 

Youth Law Center 
http://www.ylc.org/ 
The Youth Law Center is a non-profit, public 
interest law office that has worked to protect 
abused and at-risk children since 1978. The 
Center works nationally to serve children, 
focusing particularly upon the problems of 
children living apart from their families in child 
welfare and juvenile justice systems. Staff 
attorneys investigate reports and stop the abuse of 
children in foster care systems and juvenile 
institutions by working with the systems or, if 
necessary, through litigation. 
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I n this astonishing book, sociologist Amy 
Neustein and attorney Michael Lesher 

examine the serious dysfunction of the nation’s 
family courts—a dysfunction that too often 
results in the courts’ failure to protect the 
people they were designed to help. Specifically, 
the authors chronicle cases in which mothers 
who believe their children have been sexually 
abused by their fathers are disbelieved, 
ridiculed or punished for trying to protect them. 
All too often the mother, in such a case, is 
deemed the unstable parent, and her children are 
removed from her care to be placed in foster 
care or even with the father credibly accused of 
abusing them. 

Employing a special form of sociological 
inquiry known as ethnometholdology, the 
authors show how judges, private attorneys, law 
guardians, child protective service caseworkers, 
and court-appointed mental health experts on a 
day-to-day basis collaboratively produce a 
closed and claustrophobic family court setting 
that makes practical sense to the system’s 
practitioners—but looks like madness to 
everyone else. They also describe the social 
interactive work of mothers trapped inside the 
system. Faced with judicial rulings that seem to 
violate their most basic parental values, these 
mothers litigate furiously. 

From Madness to Mutiny offers an 
overview of family court malfunction and the 
parental mutiny that results from it. The authors 
outline the new legal landscape that makes the 
madness possible and show how the system has 
failed to react to severe criticism from media 
and legislators. They discuss ways to reform the 
family courts, with the goal of transforming 
them from instruments of punishment to true 
institutions of justice. 

To borrow this book, please contact the 
Michigan Resource Center.  
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Melissa Limon Flegler, 
Resource Center 
Coordinator  
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O ctober 18th marks the 10th anniversary of 
the National Organization for Women 

Foundation’s Annual Love Your Body Day 
(LYBD). For the past ten years, the Love Your 
Body Campaign has promoted healthy body 
images for women and girls through creative 
actions and consumer education. The campaign 
calls for women and girls to be in control of 
what makes them feel healthy and comfortable 
with their bodies, on their own terms and not 
based on unrealistic images promoted by 
advertisers and the mass media. 

“Sex, Stereotypes and Beauty: The ABCs 
and Ds of Commercial Images of Women” is a 
new slide show presentation created by the 
NOW Foundation and available beginning 
today through the Love Your Body website 
(http://loveyourbody.nowfoundation.org) for 
viewing and download. This presentation 
illustrates ways that advertisers and the media 
enforce unrealistic beauty standards, sexual 
ideals and gender stereotypes that girls and 
women are expected to follow.  

“Sex, Stereotypes and Beauty is a fast-
paced and compelling way for women and girls 
to identify and think about the impact that these 
images have on their health and well-being, and 
what can they do about it,” NOW Foundation 
President Kim Gandy says. “Using examples 
from current advertisements, we brought these 
images together to present them in a way that 
will spark discussion. We hope that our 
chapters, or anyone visiting our website, will 
present the slide show, forward it to their 
friends, and use it to strategize ways to combat 
the daily barrage of messages that say to 
women and girls ‘You’re not good enough.’ ” 

Hollywood and the fashion, cosmetics and 
diet industries work hard to make women 
believe that our bodies are unacceptable and 
need constant improvement. Print ads and 
television commercials reduce women to body 
parts—lips, legs, breasts—airbrushed and 
touched up to meet impossible standards. TV 
shows tell women and teenage girls that 
cosmetic surgery is a necessary step toward 
positive self-esteem.  

“Is it any wonder that 80% of U.S. women 
are dissatisfied with their appearance?” asks 
Gandy. “The NOW Foundation is committed to 
empowering women to say, ‘Enough is 
enough!’ We want all women and girls to be 
positive about their bodies and not feel 
pressured by the media’s negative portrayals 
and pressure to conform—to look or feel a 
particular way.” 

For more information, please visit http://
loveyourbody.nowfoundation.org. 
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C hild Pornography and Sex Rings, by Ann 
Wolbert Burgess, reports on the findings 

of a project researching the use of children in 
pornography and to describe programs and 
techniques responding to child pornography. It 
is intended for people whose work brings them 
into contact with either victims or perpetrators 
of sex crimes against children; it is intended for 
people such as mental health and child 
protective professionals, criminal justice 
professionals, criminal justice personnel, 
educators, clergy and law enforcement agents. 
 This book examines and describes one 
subsample of sexual victimization, the use of 
children in pornography, and shows how this 
use relates to sex crimes against children. It is 
divided into two major sections. The first 
section discusses the research, which delineated 
various levels of sex ring crimes against 
children in which child pornography may or 
may not have been part of the child molester’s 
operational technique. The second section 
describes institutional responses to child sexual 
victimization. 
 The aim of this book is twofold. First, the 
authors wish to encourage formal linkages 
between federal and state agencies that 
investigate sex crimes against children and 
community agencies that provide treatment 
services to victims and their families. Second, 
by presenting from the child’s perspective the 
experience of being sexually used by an adult 
for pornographic purposes, the authors intend to 
argue that it is the exploitation and abuse of the 
child’s peer socialization network and the 
forcing of the adult’s belief system onto the 
child that sets in to motion the potential 
cognitive, behavioral, and social difficulties for 
the child. Data from children—their drawings 
as well as the structure of their experiences—
are crucial in teaching all of us about 
intergenerational sexual behavior as well as in 
providing assistance to the child victims 
themselves. As long as any victim continues a 
pattern of silence and secrecy, that person 
maintains an exile that seems to deny 
intervention to expedite recovery. In addition, 
such silence denies society the knowledge of 
outcomes that can strengthen its understanding 
of this increasingly visible social problem. 

To borrow Child Pornography and Sex 
Rings, please contact the Michigan Resource 
Center. 

 
Have a suggestion? 

The Resource Center welcomes your ideas 
for materials to add to the collection. Send 

us an email to resource@mcadsv.org or  
call us at (517) 381-4663, ext. 17 


